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FRx® Forecaster Professional
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]Microsoft

Ve Great Plains

Business Solutions






FRx Forecaster Professional, a precision budgeting and planning solution, is the new benchmark in financial management.  Now you can effortlessly deploy budgeting data throughout your organization, quickly collaborate with your management team in a Web-based environment, plan more effectively, manage your budget to actual information, and efficiently achieve your business objectives.  And now, FRx Forecaster Professional, FRx Financial Reporter and Microsoft Business Solutions Financials–Great Plains are more tightly integrated than ever before. You can seamlessly access data from the general ledger to begin the budgeting process, build actual vs. budget reports and drill back to data at its source in a few simple steps.
The intuitive and flexible features of FRx Forecaster Professional include:

Online reporting and analysis: Lets you view and collaborate on reports and plans from anywhere in the world, in any environment

Line item breakdown of account balances for HR, capital expenditures and revenue planning: Allows for detailed, precise planning

Salary planning worksheet: Helps you effortlessly plan for headcount additions

Expanded HR and Benefits budgeting options: Enables you to budget employee assets in complex scenarios by adding more detailed budgeting data to specific personnel and including more flexibility in designating salaries and bonuses
Detailed capital expense budgeting: Takes into consideration depreciation schedules meaningful to your business model

Dynamic revenue forecasting: Allows you to make adjustments at any time, as budgeting and planning variables change
Flexible input screens: Lets you define up to 100 different periods from multiple budget versions and create calculated columns such as a variance between plans as a guide for a new plan

Drag and drop consolidations: Allows for convenient summarization and higher level views of your business for planning purposes

Workflow management: Allows you to keep a watchful eye on the planning process

Automated email reminders of deadlines: Keeps your budgeting process on schedule
FRx ExpressLink: Helps you automatically map data from the general ledger to start the budgeting process and update existing budgets in a snap 

FRx DirectLink: Allows for streamlined report setup and access to budgeting data without moving it back into the general ledger
Easy-to-Use

If you’ve surfed the Internet or budgeted with spreadsheets, you’ll find FRx Forecaster easy to learn and implement. The simple, Web-based interface offers familiar conventions like input grids, point-and-click, and drag-and-drop. Your users will be inputting budget numbers, analyzing data and re-forecasting with minimal time and training.
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FRx ExpressLink Wizard

The FRx ExpressLink allows you to load accounts and balance data
from the general ledger into FRx Forecaster, FRx ExpressLink is dependent
input on FRx Financial Reparter and you must have FRx Financial Reparter setup.
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FRx Forecaster enables managers to collaboratively budget in a familiar spreadsheet format via a web browser.

Implementation-Ready

FRx Forecaster can be implemented quickly to completely integrate with FRx Financial Reporter. And because FRx Financial Reporter is already tightly integrated with Microsoft Business Solutions Financials, the information about how you view your business is already defined - and is instantly leveraged by FRx Forecaster, allowing your management team to start budgeting, planning and forecasting immediately. Simply load your historical financial data into FRx Forecaster using FRx Financial Reporter, define your goals, and let your management team start planning right away!
With the FRx ExpressLink wizard you follow a few simple steps for placing data from the general ledger directly into the FRx Forecaster database to start the budgeting process. Thereby, saving time and ensuring that data in the baseline budget is accurate from the start.  FRx ExpressLink eliminates the need to manually export, map and import general ledger data to the FRx Forecaster database and even consolidates segments and balance information before moving the data into the budget. 
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The FRx ExpressLink Wizard automatically maps data from the general ledger into FRx Forecaster to populate your budget sheet with actuals.


Collaborate Immediately

FRx Forecaster enables everyone from the CFO on down to participate directly in the budgeting and planning process. Now you can connect all your remote users to the latest data – whether over the Internet or a corporate Intranet. What’s more, FRx Forecaster facilitates coordinated planning with options like reminder emails, message boards, and budgeting instructions. In fact, with FRx Forecaster, you can send managers an email that allows them to look at their budget goals and enter their own data into pre-defined, boardroom quality templates that resemble some of the most common tools in budgeting -- including Microsoft Excel – keeping training to a minimum.

Plan Effectively

With the general ledger integration of FRx Financial Reporter, and the built-in functionality of FRx Forecaster, you can automatically spread increases and decreases across each of your planning periods, to instantly create a high level plan.  And since FRx Forecaster is completely Web-based, you can publish the plan complete with assumptions and budgeting instructions for your management team to use to build their plans.  
Manage Successfully


Used in conjunction with FRx Financial Reporter, your budgets and plans can be viewed and shared, drilled, and rolled up with unprecedented reporting capability.  With line item breakdown capability and built-in modules for human resources, revenue and capital planning, FRx Forecaster allows you to build a precision budget.  Improve your margins by controlling expenses at the employee or asset level, and projecting sales by market and product.

FRx Forecaster can access existing operating and budgeting information from the same report.  If you miss a budgeted goal, you can drill down into your actuals and your detailed budget, side-by-side, to isolate specific components and identify the problem.  In other words, you can manage your business with financial effectiveness.

Achieve Completely

With FRx Forecaster and FRx Financial Reporter working in tandem with Microsoft Business Solutions Financials, you can see the past, the present and the future. Now you can streamline your financial reporting, budgeting and planning tasks with an efficient product suite designed to bring your systems together in a virtually seamless union.  Your expense and revenue forecasting will become ongoing and responsive to changing business needs – and a source of competitive advantage.
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