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Modifier with Visual Basic for Applications
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The Modifier with Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) is the primary tool used to customize the Microsoft Business Solutions–Great Plains system to fit your organization’s needs. The rich VBA development environment is built into the system, allowing you to customize, extend and integrate your business management system using the most widely used development and customization environment in the software industry.

You’ll find Modifier with VBA invaluable for customizing data entry windows to match how your users work, applying custom business rules and workflow, or extending Microsoft Business Solutions–Great Plains using commercially available ActiveX controls.

The same version of VBA found throughout Microsoft Office is also built into your Microsoft Business Solutions application, making it easier and more cost-effective to leverage development resources for creating custom solutions. In addition, Microsoft based the customization environment of VBA on the popular development environment Visual Basic. Visual Basic currently has over three million developers, providing you with virtually unlimited resources for customizing your business solution.
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The rich VBA customization environment includes several tools for writing and debugging VB code, managing VB projects, and adding new forms.

Streamline data entry for each user 

Modifier with VBA provides extensive capabilities for altering the display of information in any window, or changing the behavior of how information is entered and processed in the window based upon individual user needs.

For instance, VBA code can default field values when a window opens or when the value of another field changes. Or, VBA code can be written to alter the tab order of fields in the window, display only those fields appropriate for a given user, or rearrange how fields and controls appear on a window. 

Strict enforcement of business integrity is maintained at all times and VBA code cannot alter field values that don’t meet field-level data verification.

In addition, VBA procedures can be written to provide field level security by locking access to fields, disabling buttons or hiding information in the window based on the current user and company.

Add business rules 

You can also imbed business rules that adapt your Microsoft Business Solutions application to an organization’s specific business practices. For example, if a user attempts to enter a transaction over a predefined limit, VBA code can check the value, then prompt the user to enter a password in order to proceed with the transaction. VBA’s built-in support for message and dialog forms allows you to quickly build intuitive interfaces.

Store and display additional data 

You can quickly add new fields to windows, and display additional data from several data sources. The Modifier with VBA uses User Object Stores, a powerful, user-definable database, to store and display custom data in windows, and print custom data on reports.

For more advanced development needs, VBA provides built-in support for several data access tools, including ActiveX Data Objects (ADO). ADO provides a uniform interface to data, and allows direct read/write access to Microsoft SQL Server tables. 

For extending Microsoft Business Solutions–Great Plains through additional windows, the Modifier with VBA includes a custom form builder. With new forms you create, you can add custom controls and fields, then store and display data from any database accessible using data access tools such as ADO, Remote Data Objects (RDO) or Data Access Objects (DAO).

Add ActiveX controls 

ActiveX controls are compact, reusable software components and represent the most widely used, most versatile component format available for the Windows platform. With VBA, you have access to thousands of industry-standard ActiveX controls that you can tie into your Microsoft Business Solutions application and meet the exact needs of your business. 

Common examples of ActiveX controls include bar code printers, credit card authorization controls, package tracking and cost calculators, and zip code databases.





Commonly available ActiveX controls, like this control for generating bar codes, are available from hundreds of software providers over the Internet.


Leverage Office and COM applications 

Using VBA, you can tightly integrate Microsoft Business Solutions–Great Plains with applications through the use of Microsoft Automation. Automation provides a powerful link between Windows applications. Any application written to Microsoft’s Component Object Model (COM) standard can control or automate other COM applications using a programming language such as VBA. Applications such as Microsoft Excel, Word, Access and Outlook support Automation, allowing you to create direct links from windows, reports and fields to any of these applications.

In addition, more and more products are written to Microsoft’s COM standard, such as Visio and Crystal Reports, providing a growing list of integration opportunities over time. 
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Share customizations across the organization

When specific customizations are imperative for individual productively across your business, Modifier with VBA allows you to quickly “package” any customized forms, reports or screens and quickly emails them to a colleague for a fast and simple import.  With little effort and technical expertise, the customization appears and is ready to work for any user.
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When you use Automation with VBA, you can quickly extend Microsoft Business Solutions–Great Plains to your organization’s most critical productivity and groupware systems.
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